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(57) ABSTRACT

A voltage identification definition (VID) reference voltage
generation circuit and a boot voltage generating method
thereof are provided. In the boot voltage generating method,
a VID reference voltage generation circuit is provided. The
VID reference voltage generation circuit includes a preset
voltage providing unit, a switch and a VID input signal detec-
tion unit. When the VID input signal detection unit detects no
input of a VID signal, a control signal is generated to control
the switch, such that the preset voltage providing unit pro-
vides an adjustable preset voltage.

11 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
VOLTAGE IDENTIFICATION DEFINITION
REFERENCE VOLTAGE GENERATION
CIRCUIT AND BOOT VOLTAGE
GENERATING METHOD THEREOF

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the priority benefit of Taiwan
application serial no. 101141203, filed on Nov. 6, 2012. The
entirety of the above-mentioned patent application is hereby
incorporated by reference herein and made a part of this
specification.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a boot voltage technology,
and more particularly, to a voltage identification definition
(VID) reference voltage generation circuit and a boot voltage
generating method.

2. Description of Related Art

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a conventional pulse width
modulation voltage identification definition (PWMVID) ref-
erence voltage generator. Typically, a computer system 100
includes a PWMVID reference voltage generator 10. The
PWMVID reference voltage generator 10 includes a resistor-
capacitor network 20. The resistor-capacitor network 20 con-
sists of resistors R1 to R4 and capacitor C1.

When the computer system 100 normally operates, a cen-
tral processing unit (CPU) 30 generates a VID signal Svid
with a duty cycle. The duty cycle D of this PWMVID signal
Svid is equal to P2/P1, where P1 is a time duration of a cycle
and P2 is a time duration of logic high level. After receiving
the VID signal Svid, the PWMVID reference voltage genera-
tor 10 generates an output voltage Vout through the resistor-
capacitor network 20. During normal operation, the output
voltage Vout can be adjusted according to the VID signal
Svid. The convenience of this technique includes that a slew
rate of the VID signal Svid can be adjusted and the value of the
output voltage Vout can also be adjusted. To a user, therefore,
this technique has great freedom to adjust.

However, when the computer system 100 boots up, the
central processing unit 30 has not transmitted the VID signal
Svid to the PWMVID reference voltage generator 10 and,
therefore, the output voltage Vout is a fixed value which
cannot be adjusted. In other words, the output voltage Vout
when the computer system 100 just boots up is determined by
the reference voltage Vref and the resistors R3, R4.

Since the output voltage Vout when the computer system
justboots up is fixed, the user is not able to decide the voltage
value. The output voltage Vout when the computer system just
boots up can also be referred to as a boot voltage. In some
cases, the boot voltage needs to be a particular voltage value
to execute a particular procedure. A particular procedure may
not be executed immediately because the boot voltage is not
equal to the particular voltage value.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the present invention is directed to a VID
reference voltage generation circuit and a boot voltage gen-
erating method thereof for addressing the above described
problem.

The present invention provides a voltage identification
definition (VID) reference voltage generation circuit includ-
ing a preset voltage providing unit, a switch and a VID input
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signal detection unit. The switch is coupled to the preset
voltage providing unit. The VID input signal detection unit is
coupled to an input terminal of the preset voltage providing
unit. When detecting no input of a VID signal, the VID input
signal detection unit generates a control signal to control the
switch such that the preset voltage providing unit provides an
adjustable preset voltage.

Viewed from another view point, the present invention
provides a boot voltage generating method. In this method, a
VID reference voltage generation circuit is provided. The
VID reference voltage generation circuit includes a preset
voltage providing unit, a switch and a VID input signal detec-
tion unit. When the VID input signal detection unit detects no
input of a VID signal, a control signal is generated to control
the switch, such that the preset voltage providing unit pro-
vides an adjustable preset voltage.

In one embodiment, the preset voltage providing unit
includes a resistor-capacitor network, and the resistor-capaci-
tor network receives a reference voltage.

In one embodiment, when the switch is turned on, it
changes a voltage of a voltage division node of the resistor-
capacitor network, and the voltage division node provides the
adjustable preset voltage.

In one embodiment, the switch is coupled to a terminal of
the resistor-capacitor network.

In one embodiment, the switch is coupled to a terminal, an
internal node or a voltage division node of the resistor-capaci-
tor network through a resistor, the voltage division node pro-
vides the adjustable preset voltage.

In one embodiment, the VID signal may be of a series VID
signal type, a parallel VID signal type or a pulse modulation
VID signal type.

In view of the foregoing, the VID reference voltage gen-
eration circuit and boot voltage generating method of the
present invention can immediately provide the adjustable
preset determined VOUT at the time, for example, when the
computer system just boots up, without affecting the original
VID characteristics. Therefore, the present VID reference
voltage generation circuit and boot voltage generating
method have greater freedom in its application.

Other objectives, features and advantages of the present
invention will be further understood from the further techno-
logical features disclosed by the embodiments of the present
invention wherein there are shown and described preferred
embodiments of this invention, simply by way of illustration
of' modes best suited to carry out the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings are included to provide a
further understanding of the invention, and are incorporated
in and constitute a part of this specification. The drawings
illustrate embodiments of the invention and, together with the
description, serve to explain the principles of the invention.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a conventional pulse width
modulation voltage identification definition (PWMVID) ref-
erence voltage generator.

FIG. 2A is a block diagram of a VID reference voltage
generation circuit according to one embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2B illustrates a timing sequence of a VID reference
voltage generation circuit according to one embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 2C is a view showing resistors at a voltage division
node Nb at the time the computer system just boots up and the
switch S1 has not been turned on.
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FIG. 2D is a view showing resistors at the voltage division
node Nb at the time the computer system just boots up and the
switch S1 is turned on.

FIG. 3 to FIG. 7 are block diagrams of the VID reference
voltage generation circuits according embodiments of the
present invention.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart of a boot voltage generating method
according to one embodiment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

Reference will now be made in detail to the exemplary
embodiments of the invention, examples of which are illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings. In addition, whenever
possible, identical or similar reference numbers stand for
identical or similar elements in the figures and the embodi-
ments.

FIG. 2A is a block diagram of a voltage identification
definition (VID) reference voltage generation circuit accord-
ing to one embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 2B
illustrates a timing sequence of the VID reference voltage
generation circuit of FIG. 2A. Referring to FIG. 2A and FIG.
2B, the VID reference voltage generation circuit 210 may be
utilized in a computing system. The VID reference voltage
generation circuit 210 includes a preset voltage providing unit
220, a switch S1 and a VID reference voltage input signal
detection unit 230. The switch S1 is coupled to the preset
voltage providing unit 220. The VID input signal detection
unit 230 is coupled to an input terminal Na of the pre-set
voltage providing unit 220.

The preset voltage providing unit 220 includes a resistor-
capacitor network 240 and a buffer 250, and the resistor-
capacitor network 240 receives a reference voltage Vref. The
resistor-capacitor network 240 includes resistors R1 to R4
and a capacitor C1. It is noted that the resistor-capacitor
network 240 of the present invention should not be limited in
its configuration to any particulars described herein.

The switch S1 is coupled to a terminal of the resistor-
capacitor network 240. In addition, the switch S1 may further
be coupled to another terminal, an internal node or a voltage
division node of the resistor-capacitor network through a
resistor Rb. The voltage division node provides an adjustable
preset voltage. In FIG. 2A, a first terminal of the switch S1 is
coupled to a terminal T1. A second terminal of the switch S1
is coupled to a terminal T4 through the resistor Rb.

In a typical computer system, a VID signal Svid generated
by a central processing unit varies according to its work mode
so as to dynamically adjust its operation voltage (or core
voltage) to save power consumption. The VID signal Svid
may be of a series VID type, a parallel VID type or a pulse
modulation VID type.

After a period of time (e.g. time 0 to t1) after the VID input
signal detection unit 230 detects no input of the VID signal
Svid (e.g. when the computer system just boots up or there is
completely no VID signal Svid, and a detected result of the
VID input signal detection unit 230 is a high impedance
state), then at time t1, a logic high level control signal Shz
may be generated to control the switch S1. After the switch S1
is turned on, the preset voltage providing unit 220 is enabled
to provide an adjustable preset voltage VOUT.

In addition, at time 12, because the VID input signal detec-
tion unit 230 detects an input of the VID signal Svid, the
control signal Shz generated turns from logic high level to a
logic low level, such that the switch S1 is not turned on. After
the time t2, the operation of the VID reference voltage gen-
eration circuit 210 is no longer affected by the switch S1. The
preset voltage providing unit 220 restores to its original
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operation characteristic. For example, its output voltage is the
adjustable preset voltage VOUT that can be adjusted accord-
ing to the VID signal Svid.

FIG. 2C is a view showing resistors at a voltage division
node Nb at the time the computer system just boots up and the
switch S1 has not been turned on. FIG. 2D is a view showing
resistors at the voltage division node Nb at the time the
computer system just boots up and the switch S1 is turned on.

In FIG. 2C, the adjustable preset voltage VOUT is related
to the reference voltage Vref and the resistors R3 and R4. The
adjustable preset voltage VOUT may be expressed by Equa-
tion 1 below.

VOUT;, opr = Vief R (Equation 1)
- R3+ R4
Referring to FIG. 2A and FIG. 2D, in FIG. 2D, turn-on of
the switch S1 changes the voltage ofthe voltage division node
Nb of the resistor-capacitor network 220, and the voltage
division node Nb provides the adjustable preset voltage
VOUT. The resistors Rb, R1, R2 and capacitor C1 can form
impedance Zbl and Zb2. Therefore, the adjustable preset
voltage VOUT is related to the reference voltage Vref, resis-
tors R3, R4 and impedance Zb1, Zb2. The adjustable preset
voltage VOUT may be expressed by Equation 2 below.

ZB2|IR3
ZB2||R3 + Zb1|[R4

(Equation 2)
VOUTys on = Vref x

In general, VOUTg, opp is 0.9V, VOUT, o5 can be
adjusted to 0.5V to 1.5V.

Inview of the above description, the VID reference voltage
generation circuit 210 can immediately provide the adjust-
able preset determined VOUT at the time, for example, when
the computer system just boots up, without affecting the
original VID characteristics. Therefore, the present VID ref-
erence voltage generation circuit 210 has greater freedom in
its application.

On the other hand, coupling of the switch S1 is not limited
to the particular way shown in FIG. 2A. Rather, the switch S1
may be coupled in a variety of ways as exemplified below.
FIG. 3 to FIG. 7 are block diagrams of the VID reference
voltage generation circuits according embodiments of the
present invention. The VID reference voltage generation cir-
cuits 310, 410, 510, 610 and 710 are based on the architecture
of the VID reference voltage generation circuit 210 and are
similar in their structure. As such, parts of the circuits 310,
410, 510, 610 and 710 that are the same as the circuit 210 is
not repeated herein.

In FIG. 3, the first terminal of the switch S1 is coupled to
the terminal T1 of the resistor-capacitor network 240. The
second terminal of the switch S1 is coupled to the terminal T2
of'the resistor-capacitor network 240 through the resistor Rb.

In FIG. 4, the first terminal of the switch S1 is coupled to
the terminal T2 of the resistor-capacitor network 240. The
second terminal of the switch S1 is coupled to the internal
node T3 of the resistor-capacitor network 240 through the
resistor Rb.

In FIG. 5, the first terminal of the switch S1 is coupled to
the terminal T4 and reference voltage Vref of the resistor-
capacitor network 240. The second terminal of the switch S1
is coupled to the internal node T3 of the resistor-capacitor
network 240 through the resistor Rb.
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In FIG. 6, the first terminal of the switch S1 is coupled to
the terminal T4 and reference voltage Vref of the resistor-
capacitor network 240. The second terminal of the switch S1
is coupled to the voltage division node Nb of the resistor-
capacitor network 240 through the resistor Rb. The voltage
division node Nb provides the adjustable preset voltage
VOUT.

In FIG. 7, the first terminal of the switch S1 is coupled to
the terminal T2 of the resistor-capacitor network 240. The
second terminal of the switch S1 is coupled to the voltage
division node Nb of the resistor-capacitor network 240
through the resistor Rb.

Based on the descriptions disclosed in the aforementioned
exemplary embodiments, a boot voltage generating method
may be briefed below. More specifically, FIG. 8 is a flow chart
of a boot voltage generating method according to one
embodiment of the present invention. Referring to FIG. 2A
and FIG. 8, the boot voltage generating method of the present
embodiment can include the following steps:

providing the VID reference voltage generation circuit
210, wherein the VID reference voltage generation circuit
210 comprises the preset voltage providing unit 220, the
switch S1 and the VID input signal detection unit 230 (step
S810), and

generating the control signal Shz to control the switch S1,
when the VID input signal detection unit 230 detects no input
of'the VID signal Svid, such that the preset voltage providing
unit 220 provides the adjustable preset voltage VOUT (step
S803). The embodiment of FIG. 2D may be referred to for an
understanding of the voltage in this step. VOUT,; ., may be
adjusted within the range from 0.5 to 1.5V.

In summary, the VID reference voltage generation circuit
and boot voltage generating method of the present invention
can immediately provide the adjustable preset determined
VOUT at the time, for example, when the computer system
just boots up, without affecting the original VID characteris-
tics. Therefore, the present VID reference voltage generation
circuit and boot voltage generating method have greater free-
dom in its application.

Although the invention has been described with reference
to the above exemplary embodiments, it will be apparent to
one of ordinary skill in the art that modifications to the
described exemplary embodiments may be made without
departing from the spirit of the invention. Accordingly, the
scope of the invention will be defined by the attached claims
and not by the above detailed descriptions.

What is claimed is:
1. A voltage identification definition reference voltage gen-
eration circuit comprising:

a preset voltage providing unit;

a switch coupled to the preset voltage providing unit; and

a voltage identification definition input signal detection
unit coupled to an input terminal of the preset voltage
providing unit, the voltage identification definition input
signal detection unit generates a control signal to control
the switch to turn on, when detecting no input of a
voltage identification definition signal, such that a volt-
age division node of the preset voltage providing unit
provides an adjustable preset voltage, wherein when the
voltage identification definition input signal detection
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unit detects an input of the voltage identification defini-
tion signal, the switch is turned off.

2. The voltage identification definition reference voltage
generation circuit according to claim 1, wherein the preset
voltage providing unit comprises a resistor-capacitor net-
work, and the resistor-capacitor network receives a reference
voltage.

3. The voltage identification definition reference voltage
generation circuit according to claim 2, wherein when the
switch is turned on, it changes a voltage of a voltage division
node of the resistor-capacitor network, and the voltage divi-
sion node provides the adjustable preset voltage.

4. The voltage identification definition reference voltage
generation circuit according to claim 2, wherein the switch is
coupled to a terminal of the resistor-capacitor network.

5. The voltage identification definition reference voltage
generation circuit according to claim 2, wherein the switch is
coupled to a terminal, an internal node or a voltage division
node of the resistor-capacitor network through a resistor, the
voltage division node provides the adjustable preset voltage.

6. The voltage identification definition reference voltage
generation circuit according to claim 1, wherein the voltage
identification definition signal is one of a series voltage iden-
tification definition signal type, a parallel voltage identifica-
tion definition signal type and a pulse modulation voltage
identification definition signal type.

7. A boot voltage generating method comprising:

providing a voltage identification definition reference volt-

age generation circuit, wherein the voltage identification
definition reference voltage generation circuit compris-
ing a preset voltage providing unit, a switch and a volt-
age identification definition input signal detection unit;
and

generating a control signal to control the switch to turn on,

when the voltage identification definition input signal
detection unit detects no input of a voltage identification
definition signal, such that a voltage division node of'the
preset voltage providing unit provides an adjustable pre-
set voltage, wherein when the voltage identification
definition input signal detection unit detects an input of
the voltage identification definition signal, the switch is
turned off.

8. The boot voltage generating method according to claim
7, wherein the preset voltage providing unit comprises a
resistor-capacitor network, and the resistor-capacitor net-
work receives a reference voltage.

9. The boot voltage generating method according to claim
8, wherein when the switch is turned on, it changes a voltage
of a voltage division node of the resistor-capacitor network,
and the voltage division node provides the adjustable preset
voltage.

10. The boot voltage generating method according to claim
8, wherein the switch is coupled to a terminal of the resistor-
capacitor network.

11. The boot voltage generating method according to claim
7, wherein the voltage identification definition signal may be
of a series voltage identification definition signal type, a par-
allel voltage identification definition signal type or a pulse
modulation voltage identification definition signal type.
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